
 
 

 

AAO Statement on National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation and Orange Shirt Day  

 

September 29, 2021 
 

Dear AAO Members, 
 
September 30th has been federally designated the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. 
The day honours the lost children and Survivors of residential schools, their families and 
communities. Public commemoration of the tragic and painful history as well as the 
recognition of the ongoing impacts of residential schools is a vital component of the 
reconciliation process. 
 
Since 2013, September 30th has also been Orange Shirt Day, which is an Indigenous-led 
commemorative day to honour the children who were sent to Indian Residential Schools and 
stripped of their culture and freedom. September 30th was chosen to honour the experience 
of Phyllis Webstad, a Northern Secwepemc (Shuswap) from the Stswecem'c Xgat'tem First 
Nation who, on her first day of school, had her new orange shirt taken from her.  
 
It is a day to engage in commemorative events, to make space for meaningful conversation, 
and to reflect upon how we may support reconciliation efforts individually, as organizations, 
and as a profession.  
 
The AAO encourages its membership to learn from the teachings and examples of 
Indigenous Elders, colleagues, and organizations, from official reports and from the 
experiences of colleagues working in archives as they reflect on our institutional histories and 
our current relationships with Indigenous communities. Some of these resources are shared 
below.  
 

§ Archives Association of Ontario’s ‘Towards Truth and Reconciliation’ resource page 
§ The Residential School Settlement website provides a list of the locations of the 

residential schools in all provinces and territories 
§ ‘On Orange Shirt Day’ (2021) Phyllis Webstad explains her experience at Residential 

School and the origination of Orange Shirt Day in Canada 
§ Calls to Action Accountability: A 2020 Status Update on Reconciliation, (2020) by Eva 

Jewell and Ian Mosby  
§ Reclaiming Shingwauk: Cross-Cultural Learning and Programming (2020) 
§ Non-Indigenous people — here’s what you can do, right now (2021) by Anna 

McKenzie, Local Journalism Initiative Reporter and Jacqueline Ronson 
§ Response to the Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

Taskforce (2021), Steering Committee on Canada’s Archives 
§ ‘An Overview of the Indian Residential School System’ (2013) by the Union of Ontario 

Indians  

Sincerely,  
AAO Board of Directors 

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/national-day-truth-reconciliation.html
https://www.orangeshirtday.org/
https://aaoo.wildapricot.org/truth-and-reconciliation
http://www.residentialschoolsettlement.ca/schools.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EuW4WbekhxY
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/trc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NxUtb5OHo2I
https://indiginews.com/okanagan/non-indigenous-people-heres-what-you-can-do-in-wake-of-kirs-news?fbclid=IwAR2l3yHmwLSx05X0t4ZhP_mIX6yb-oJgoYVWjvfFlG-RFtt2rysj8Hm4wT4&link_id=18&can_id=de9c03f0b578ee71c2d3faab5c7aa728&source=email-action-blast-june-2-join-us-in-taking-anti-racist-action-this-week&email_referrer=email_1200516&email_subject=action-blast-june-9-join-us-in-taking-anti-racist-action-this-week
https://archives2026.com/response-to-the-report-of-the-truth-and-reconciliation-commission-taskforce
http://www.anishinabek.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/An-Overview-of-the-IRS-System-Booklet.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1OiocQEQxCozarhjiAsZCWLFeqPwCiH-5NJ3TasnFY-TMGr4Cp5A5PQdU



